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INTELLIGENTSIA: THE VALUE OF POLYONTHOLOGY
AND INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE

Sergey CHEBANOV
St. Petersburg Association of Scholars & Sciantists

 P. D. Boborykin introduced the term «intelligentsia», which is used in a
strict sense only in Russia. «Intelligentsia means the reasonable, educated,
and intellectually advanced part of the inhabitants».

Members of the intelligentsia are born only to family of members of the
intelligentsia (in the 3rd and 4th generation), because it is impossible to be-
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come members of the intelligentsia. The values are mastered only in child-
hood. They have a high level of general ¾ not special! ¾ education, includ-
ing the women. To be a member of the intelligentsia, it is enough to be a
dilettante. The intelligentsia is part of secular culture. Members of the intel-
ligentsia are europocentric. They belong to the Russian culture, where they
focus on history, instead of psychology. They are independent (economical-
ly, legally and culturally) from authority. This independence allows the in-
telligentsia to exist.

The precondition for the intelligentsia was the Granted letter of nobility
issued in 1785. As result of this letter the intelligentsia emerged in the bril-
liant time of Alexander I and Pushkin. By 1870 their grandsons had pro-
duced the first of four or five (up to 1920) generations of intelligentsia.

The intelligentsia class (teachers, doctors, engineers, officers etc.) had a
number of characteristics.

They demanded fine forms of social graces for the realisation of the
their activity.  The intelligentsia was supersemiotic and supernormative.  It
placed taboos and ignored the body’s biological organisation (including age,
individuality and sexuality), subordinated to social and cultural norms. It
was passionless, guided by cold mind, which became intellectual certainty.

It was oblivious to the details of everyday life and was often unable to
act independently to serve itself. It therefore existed in symbiosis with the
servants. Without servants, members of the intelligentsia became tramps.

They had perseverance, executing mission to the last sigh.
They were capable of differentiated distinctions, but had explosive con-

sciousness without reflection (owing to the acceptance of indisputable men-
tal authority).

They had stereotypical thinking and low creativity. In the families of the
intelligentsia, spouses were remote from each other, as were parents from
children. The family preserved patrimonial honour as the source to life.

Intelligentsia etiquette did not apply for opponents who were not of their
circle. They neglected concerns about money, not noticing cost-saving oppor-
tunities. They constantly derided dissidents, destroying polyonthology by un-
masking. The intelligentsia formed in family and in the gymnasium (usual on
the basis of the historic-philological hermeneutics of Germany at the  begin-
ning of the 19th  century). The intelligentsia existed in polyonthologies ordi-
nary and sacral; Russian and European, national and urban etc.), that suppos-
edly afforded an opportunity for conversation with «others», but by its own
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rules. This quality determined the special role of intelligentsia in the cultural
and technical development of the territories of the Russian Empire.

The activities of the intelligentsia resulted in the
– The formation of ideas about inviolability of private life and personal

privacy).
– The art of Decadence.
– The creation of mechanisms for the compilation of values of Europe-

an culture of the 19th  century (arts education, civil society, secular culture
and tolerance in believe etc.).

Typologically and generically associated with intelligentsia are the so-
called raznochinets and Soviet intelligentsia («obrazovanzshina» in A.I.
Solzenitsen sense); though both are not intelligentsia in the stricto sensu.
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ON THE QUESTION OF VISION IN SPIRITUAL CULTURE:
DO PHILOSOPHIES AND TECHNOLOGIES GRANT US

THE ABILITY TO LIVE IN THE CONDITIONS
OF GLOBALIZATION?

Fuad MAMEDOV
Academy of Public Administration

 under the president of the Republic of Azerbaijan

                                       The culture will rescue a society
                                             if the society protects culture

The global crisis in modern world culture demands correct, scientifically
and morally proven answers to the challenges of the times, the critical analysis
and the interested revising of previously accepted representations and rules,
the perfection of political culture, the culture of responsibility and consump-
tion, management and international attitudes. An actual strategic problem of
the modern world is the formation of a culture of global civil society achieved
by the steady development of mankind. The solution of this problem opens
new opportunities for constructing a culture of the world, the resolution of
conflicts, the reduction of corruption and the poverty level, the strengthening



;.�#�<�<�-��MBC

of family as the basis of social life, the best mutual understanding of peoples,
and the safe development of mankind in the new century.

 During historical development, having overcome periods of wildness
and barbarity, mankind has created a modern civilization as a social life un-
der civil laws. The early civilizations brought in a new way of life, based on
humanistic principles, rejecting murder, incest, other displays of human cru-
elty, and ignorance that were inherent in the barbarous way of life. The de-
velopment of civilization has been connected with the progressive develop-
ment of the culture of cities, as centers of trade and craft, science and ethics,
rules of law, art, education, and the development and perfection of technolo-
gies that amplify human abilities to live. But despite the historical achieve-
ments of culture, even advanced modern societies display biological atavism
and psychological deficiency and the frequent destruction of civil establish-
ments. Hence, today mankind must develop peace-making technologies which
provide conditions for creation and prevent destruction in the global society.
Peace - making has become the necessary practical means for preserving the
values of life on the Earth through the humanistic resolution of local, region-
al and global conflicts.

The basic essence of such peace-making technologies is the high spiri-
tual culture involving the synthesis of knowledge and humanistic ethics.
Comparative cultural scientific analysis shows that a correct answer to the
question “what can rescue humanity?” is most certainly: “the high spiritual
culture of the person and society”. The huge role of spiritual culture, despite
the variety of distinct interests, mentalities and traditions, is in it’s ability to
serve as a powerful unifying factor, not only at an interpersonal level but
also on the national, regional and global levels. The ability of spiritual cul-
ture to have a positive influence on the interests that determine the purposes
and course of development allows reasonable cultural distinctions and trans-
forms contradictions into a creative and constructive channel of opportuni-
ties. Rich natural resources, at a low cultural level do not necessarily ensure
rich social development, and material well being does not guarantee happi-
ness. Illiteracy constitutes poverty, and poverty is a social illness. Poverty is
a challenge to national safety. It destroys civil consent and makes the coun-
try weak before an external challenge. The main national treasure of a coun-
try is its cultural potential and, first of all, the highly cultured person. At the
same time, culture is not only the means, but also a parameter and the pur-
pose of human development. A high level of human knowledge, skill, orga-
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nization and morals fills life with a sense of meaning, and it gives the person
necessary force in the struggle for the achievement of humanistic purposes,
and this opens opportunities for happiness. Culture is also a criterion of val-
ue of the person. “High culture” serves as a true criterion of absolute value of
the person and it is required for entry of the person into civilized community
of people. Destroying racial, national, religious, political and other distinc-
tions, high spiritual culture becomes a basis for human consent and peace.
Only through high spiritual culture is the way laid to the future of the person,
society and all of mankind.
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THE ULTIMATE FULFILMENT AND MEANING OF
HUMAN LIFE, OR HUMAN LIFE AS THEURGY

Vladislav SOSKIN
State University of Ufa, Russia

The working of the divine in man’s earthly affairs is not just a poetic
figure of speech, but the sober truth of human philosophy.

Human life is nothing but the torment wherein Spirit is racked by at-
tempts to attain to Heaven. Fulfillment of the human is tantamount to realiz-
ing, fulfilling oneself in Spirit. The significance of a life may be judged by
the degree of fulfillment wrought by the Spirit.

By his very nature, man lives striving toward God. Man lives Heaven-
wards. In this paper we consider three cardinal encounters of man with God,
representing three types or tiers of relations between man and God. Although
spiritual height defies a precise definition, these three encounters outline the
three basic levels of the human encounter with Spirit. These three are:

1) Divine enlightenment or the acquisition, «by God’s grace», of God-
like traits when man is bountifully charged with divine energy.

2) Deification or transmutation of man into God «in substance», when
the twain are identical in essence.

3) Divinification of Man – Man turns into God «by nature», thereby
identifying himself with God. Man’s ultimate aspiration is to become God.

In his acclivity to God, man must be aware of and comply with certain
conditions, that God loves the aspiring Man and the revelation of the Gift is
inside himself. Claimed by the celestial and the mundane ¾a battle-field
between the lofty and the baser ¾ man appertains to both realms. Thou shalt
not mortify thine flesh, spur thine spirit, and thou shalt ascend to Heaven
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PROSPECTS OF TRANSHUMANISM, OR HUMAN BEING IN SEARCH FOR
SELF-IDENTITY AND AUTHENTICITY
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NATURALISM AS A SECULAR MODEL
OF HUMANKIND’S INTEGRATION

 Dimitriy YAVORSKY
Volgograd State University , RUSSIA

Mankind’s striving for union is one of the central religious and moral
values of European culture. The expansive character of western cultures and
their tendency to idealize other cultures both arise through the striving for
unity. Colonialism, on one hand, and cultural relativism, on the other, are the
excesses of this striving.

All kinds of human society (from the nuclear family to a united man-
kind, which has not been achieved yet) are supported by simple or complex
symbolical systems. Each of these systems reveals a central symbol, a sym-
bol of unity, which expresses the sense and consciousness of group solidari-
ty. The symbol of unity is effective, if the agents of a culture connect the
social structure with the structure of the universe consciously and uncon-
sciously. In other words, the unity of people must be rooted in ontology.

Until the Age of Enlightenment, the symbols of unity had a religious
character. Totems and tribal and local gods were the earliest of such sym-
bols, and they had a particular character. We can consider the monotheistic
God the first universal or total symbol of unity, uniting all people in an es-
chatological future. Consequently, monotheism, in its Christian and Islamic
forms, represents the first project of globalism.

However, efforts to actuate this unity in politics (The Empire, Caliph-
ate) did not achieve their aims. The conflict between Christianity and Islam
and inner contradictions in both belief systems demonstrate the limited of
integrative potential of world religions. After the decline of the Middle Ages
an intensive search for new symbols of unity began. These symbols were
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intended to overcome religious and cultural borders. The result of these search-
es was the appearance of new universal symbol of unity, «nature», and the
formation of a new model of united mankind, «naturalism».

One should understand that the symbol «nature» refers to a broader con-
tent than merely «physical reality that we can sense». It also consists of no-
tions like « the natural human being, natural morality, natural religion, natu-
ral intellect, natural rights» and so on. In the depth of these notions we find
the idea of the original unity of mankind, which is hidden beyond the variety
of religions, traditions, customs, etc. The notion of «natural» as «original»
and «universal» appeared in the Middle Ages. However, it replaced the mono-
theistic God as a symbol of unity only with the process of secularization. It is
well known that «nature» came into the European culture as Yahweh, dressed
in pantheistic garments. This shows both the succession and antagonism of
monotheistic and naturalistic models of mankind’s integration.

The principal thesis of the naturalistic model of unity is that nature is
universally the same, and human beings perceive it directly, without a cultur-
al frame of reference. This explains why natural science has been defending
this thesis without any compromise, as science itself has become one of the
general elements of new model of unity. The scientific community can be
considered a main bearer of universality. The unity of nature is supported by
the unity of science. This means that different sciences have a common (even
if it is segmented) object, common principals, and a common system of insti-
tutions (universities, academies). The thesis of mankind as one biological
species is another primary element of the naturalistic symbolic system. The
history of the struggle against racist theories, which refute this thesis, proves
our assertion. In the polemics between supporters and opponents of racist
theories, the latter use not only specifically scientific but ethical arguments.

Another element of naturalism, which supports the idea of mankind’s
unity, is geographical maps. Maps in the Middle Ages had religious or cul-
tural coordinate points, like Jerusalem and Mecca. The north and south poles,
natural (even if imaginary) objects, have become the coordinate points of
new maps. If our reasoning is correct, we can understand the hidden mean-
ing of processes taking place in contemporary philosophy and the methodol-
ogy of science. The disintegration of the classic scientific paradigm, the at-
omization of sciences, the principle of the incommensurability of theories,
and paradigmatic pluralism are symptoms of the decline not only of classical
science, but the naturalistic model of mankind’s integration.
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3 Durkheim É. Les formes élémentaires de la vie relegieuse. Paris, 1912.
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THE DECISIVE ROLE OF SCIENCE
IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

IN 21ST CENTURY

Danila MEDVEDEV
St. Petersburg State Economical University, Russia

The 20th century went down in history as the century of successful sci-
entific revolution. The acceleration of scientific and technological develop-
ments, the increase of scientific contributions to the economy and changes in
modes of production have led to growing requirements for workers, increased
the share of knowledge among workers, and have helped convince people
that science is able to solve humankind’s problems.

The orientation of Soviet and American economies towards military,
economic and scientific competition has created a strong demand for engi-
neers and scientists in both countries. This has required favourable condi-
tions for developing the education system and organising scientific research.

While the role of science has diminished recently in Russia, the rapid
development of science and technologies has continued in Europe, the USA
and other countries. Emerging fields such as nanotechnologies, computing
and communication technologies, artificial intelligence, robotics, and bio-
technologies have the potential to transform radically all areas of human life.

However, the majority of people find the ideas of further technological
development and continuing human evolution to the posthuman era contra-
dictory to all their experiences and beliefs. This apparent contradiction is a
direct result of society’s disappointment in the capabilities of science and of
fears caused by poor understanding scientific prospects.

Since the second half of the 20th century, society has become somewhat
disillusioned with science. The hopes that science would solve all problems
that we face did not come true. This disappointment and fears regarding
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environmental problems, global warming and accidents at nuclear power
stations have led to increased fear of science.

In addition, further scientific and technological progress necessarily in-
volves radical changes in the society. Naturally, many people perceive further
progress as dangerous. The diminishing role of science has led to increased
popularity of antiscientific views, and moral relativism forces people to think
that all belief systems are valid and equal, regardless of their correctness.

The life led by people in the developed countries today would be impos-
sible, if not for scientific progress, but still, in their daily lives people turn
for answers to primitive systems, such as astrology. Therefore we can speak
about the emergence of a new mythological worldview in modern society.
A radical example of this new negative attitude towards science is the at-
tempt to limit scientific inquiry in certain areas or to stop it all together. To
justify this position, science critics often claim that the traditional, VnaturalW
approaches are ostensibly preferable to technological ones.

This position invariablly involves exaggerations, concentration on worst-
case scenarios and ignoring the fact that the same knowledge and technolo-
gies can usually be used both for good and for evil.

The insufficient level of scientific understanding in society can be explained
by the inadequacy of the education systems in most countries. The modern edu-
cation system does not help to develop creativity in the students, to impart the
interest in independent study and to transfer scientific knowledge. In addition,
the steps taken for the popularisation of scientific achievements are inadequate.

After the break up of the USSR and the end of opposition between the
two superpowers, one of the major defining factors of scientific and tech-
nological policy of Russia disappeared. The main economic problem in
Russia was the transformation of the economic mechanism, not specific
economic targets, such as output or productivity. And science could not
provide the solution to this problem. The situation was aggravated by the
fact that new company owners did not care much about the long-term pros-
pects of their firms.

Without the need to develop science and technologies, the Russian gov-
ernment has severely reduced spending on science and education. Most oth-
er science-related areas have also lost government support. This has led to
the fact that for more than ten years only a small minority of Russians have
any understanding about scientific and technical achievements and the pros-
pects of scientific progress.
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An example of a more correct approach towards the philosophical prob-
lems today is a philosophical school known as transhumanism. Transhuman-
ism is defined as:

xp_�b^liy�kz�̂ p_�hcj\z\sc^\k]b��mhkj\b_b��c]i�mk^_]^\c`�ic]a_hb�kz�̂ _sp]k`ka\_b

^pc^�g\``�_]cr`_�lb�^k�kn_hskj_�zl]icj_]^c`�pljc]�`\j\^c^\k]b��c]i�^p_�h_`c^_i

b^liy�kz�^p_�_^p\sc`�jc^^_hb�\]nk`n_i�\]�i_n_`km\]a�c]i�lb\]a�blsp�^_sp]k`ka\_b!

Transhumanists readily accept radical changes, such as curing the
aging problem, creating artificial intelligence or uploading the human
consciousness into a computer. Their position results from a clear under-
standing of the opportunities that science and technology provide and
from a willingness to reconsider philosophical and cultural norms in view
of the changes in the environment.

To take correctly into account the development of science and technolo-
gies when discussing philosophical and cultural issues two conditions are nec-
essary: a rationalist approach and a broad scientific outlook. It is impossible to
discuss what effects biotechnologies, cloning or genetic engineering can have
without good knowledge of molecular biology, the heredity theory, the evolu-
tion theory, the functioning of DNA and RNA, protein synthesis, organic chem-
istry, the structure of viruses, etc. It is impossible to discuss the creation of
artificial intelligence, the transfer of human consciousness into the computer
or the creation of a virtual reality with insufficient knowledge of electronic
circuit technology, the Turing machine, human neurophysiology, the Gödel
incompleteness theorem, binary logic, atomic theory, pattern recognition, etc.

Correctly applying scientific knowledge helps one avoid basing answers
on out-of-date conceptions and assumptions about the world and to achieve
maximum correctness and soundness of the arguments.

���
��������

1 Joy Bill. Why the future doesn’t need us. Wired, Apr. 2000.
http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/8.04/joy.html

2 Bostrom Nick. The Transhumanist FAQ. World Transhumanist Association. 2003
http://www.transhumanism.org/resources/faq.html
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THE NEW SCIENTIFIC PARADIGM
OR THE PICTURE OF THE WORLD?

Irina PTITSYNA, Yury MUZALIEVSKY
Institute of Analytical Instrumentation of Russian Academy of Sciences,

 St. Petersburg

The status of science is often described as a crisis that is impossible to
overcome except by a change of the scientific paradigm. A paradigm shift
has solved all previous science crises. In these shifts, the picture of world
has not changed radically but it been corrected. The present situation re-
quires radical change. First, the more the traditional scientific method is per-
fected, the fewer problems it can solve, because it places greater restrictions
on nature and more closely defines the parameters of the subject being stud-
ied. Now, at the beginning of the 21st century, we see a need for the develop-
ment of new, non-traditional areas of scientific investigation combining the
insights of biology, psychology, sociology, economy, archaeology, linguis-
tics and other subjects. In addition to this newly risen need, the 20th century
has called into question the correctness of traditional science in general.

The current picture of the world limits our knowledge about the nature
in the same ways that the frames of the existing scientific paradigm limit the
field of scientific activity. It is clear that the picture of world based on the
scientific paradigm is too limited. The scientific paradigm has been devel-
oped for practical purposes, and it describes only strictly proven parts of our
worldview. As our picture of the world exists in an inwardly mental space,
and it is organised by the mind on the basis of frames and rules that explain
the contents, it is difficult or impossible to visualise new ways of picturing
reality. On the one hand, the scientific picture of the world is a product of the
evolution of the human mind, but on the other, it limits this evolution.

Attempts to develop another picture of the world, through contact with
the worldviews inherent in other cultures and civilisations yields fruits.
However (im)possibility of adaptation is constricted by natural limitations
of the mind.

The limiting factors that restrict a civilisation’s inherent worldview can
be addressed by attempting to find closed aspects of the mind behind the
confirmed glance, by attempting to find the forgotten, lost points of growing,
which did not develop in the former situation, but could presently find new
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life. Scientific knowledge currently reduces to additive models the subject
of investigation, in which a part is expected to equal the whole. The scientif-
ic model has top significance, and we substitute the sign for the phenomena.
This naturally reveals the borders of cognition.

In contrast, the holistic way of cognition expects to address the whole, which
is not reduced to parts, and where the number of parts is always less than the
whole. But the mind conceives of things by means of language (signs). So it
confronts a new cognitive problem, which is an inverse of the previous problem,
i.e. the reconstruction of the source of the whole (reality as designatum) based on
its parts, sign. This problem can be resolved by the method developed by M.
Melkumyan. His conceptual model reflects gnoceological evolution. This meth-
od was previously used to demonstrate the connection between our picture of the
world and the language which describes this picture.
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ASCENSION TO THE NEW WORLDVIEW:
A SHIFT OF THE SYSTEM PARAMETERS

Helena YAROSLATZEVA
The Institute of Human Being, Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow

Worldviews can be examined as models of communication, producing
co-relations that create their own steady forms, manifesting in certain func-
tions affecting the vital organic activity of both society and a man. These co-
relations produce a special reality, which differs from nature and exists ac-
cording to its own laws. Thus one can find a self-enriching communicative
process within the exclusive circle of a worldview.

Understanding the human being is especially problematic. Humankind is
developing by creating thresholds that we push away from. Our actions pro-
duce barrages in the objective world that we elicit in order to learn about the
world and thresholds themselves. The feeling of dissatisfaction, for example,
is the inner conflict that helps one organize oneself to move ahead and over-
come difficulties. Inner conflict can thus be the instrument for self-ascension,
and to some extent we bring it on ourselves in order to obtain the ascension.

Conversely, but equally important, we develop alternative forms of be-
havior, like tolerance, to increase the firmness of communications and
strengthen emerging co-relations. The world today demands that we invent
new parameters of order and co-relations to keep the world steady and bal-
anced while we work to cognize and understand the nature of reality.
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TRANSHUMANISM AND SYNERGETIC PHILOSOPHY

Vladimir KOSAREV
Applied Physics Institute named after A. Ioffe, St. Petersburg, Russia

The new paradigm of “transhumanism,” derived from humanism ex-
pands the notion of humanity to a post-human society, surpassing biological
limitations by means of new technologies, including the development of nan-
otechnologies and biotechnologies, superintelligence and neural networks,
neuro/chip interfaces, MRI and other brain-scanning methods, life-exten-
sion techniques, and so on. Some of these possibilities are quite extreme and
sound like science fiction.

According to Synergetic Philosophy, the Universe can be considered a
large self-organizing system. The process of evolution has led to a certain
hierarchy of systems nested inside one another. As the scale of these systems
enlarges, they become more and more complex. In the first moment of the
life of the Universe elementary particles came into being as a result of the
polarization of a physical vacuum. After this, structured systems capable of
storing information appeared. First, these were atoms and chemical mole-
cules; then more complex systems, biological molecules of bacteria and vi-
ruses that have DNA molecules and protective shells. The next step was the
occurrence of a nuclear cell, and multiple cell organisms. Then there devel-
oped the animals, Homo sapiens, and human social formations: families,
clans, tribes, nations and civilizations. Today mankind faces a step into a
global civilization. Foreseeing the continuation of this evolutionary process
into the future makes us look forward to the emergence of large post-human
communities on the scale of space.
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CHAOS BEARING ORDER

Alexei TIMASHKOV
Herzen State Pedagogical University,

St. Petersburg Branch of the Russian Institute for Cultural Research

Discoveries in the field of natural sciences made at the turn of the 19th to
the 20th centuries have destroyed the myth of obligatory existence of total
cause-effect relations. The collapse of determinism has shaken the theory of
evolution, firm as it was. Positivist evolutionism finally perished during the
first days of WWI. History could no longer be seen as the gradual elimina-
tion of pristine chaos. The presence of chaos within man was discovered and
admitted by psychologists and psychiatrists. This state of affairs exposed the
critical need for an integral world outlook. All philosophical paradigms and
visions had to be replaced.

The world outlook crisis at the beginning of the 20th century has gener-
ated plenty of theories and hypotheses, frequently contradictory. The major-
ity of the theories and hypotheses correlate with one of two types of the
philosophic discourse, philosophic narration and the structuralizing approach.
The first type is oriented toward synthetic perception of the actual world and
its facts, a conception of the unity of an object and a subject, and it is basical-
ly a diachronic approach. The second type is oriented toward producing a
clear definition of the object, the separation of the object from the cognizing
subject, an analytical approach to the object, and the detection of the ob-
ject’s stable basic structures, which can be combined by various means to
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derive new objects. In the latter approach, structures are generally studied
synchronistically, as they are at the present moment.

Both types of discourse have played a great part in the development of
humanitarian thought, but synthesizing them is impossible. The gap between
these two orientations is an excellent illustration of how eclectic was the
general worldview in the 20th century. It was reflected by Art, in which the
traditionalist narration strategy coexists with non-traditional strategies (mod-
ernism, postmodernism, etc.). Art during the 20th century became more and
more intellectual; artistic texts interpreted preceding cultural experiences
which were actively reinterpreted and perceived as a timeless material, cer-
tain particles of information were clubbed together, similarly to color glass
slices in a kaleidoscope, into a unique pattern. Yet despite the apparent spon-
taneity and randomness of these combinations of information, they seemed
to follow the rules of non-linear dynamics when settling themselves in the
mathematically adjusted, formulary order.

Since the mid-20th century the gap between natural-scientific and hu-
manitarian knowledge has been deepened and clarified. Representatives of
the natural sciences achieve success in their pursuits without being disturbed
by the worldview aspects of their research, while humanitarians keep pro-
moting theories and elaborating matters of formal design and logic. Science
and the humanities have isolated themselves from one another, to the extent
that C.P. Snow was able to establish in 1971 the appearance of “two cul-
tures.” However in 1967, shortly before Snow made his observations, the
Soviet academician Bonifaty Mihajlovich, in his article entitled “Some re-
flections cast by the article by J. World”1 wrotes that “philosophical prob-
lems are literally imposed on scientists due to the revolutionary course of
natural sciences”.2 Mihajlovich considers mankind a complex, self-develop-
ing system in which the micro and macro levels are distinguished and open
to influence in the processes making up the culture. He explains “there is
always some “part” man’s will that is non-determined or not completely de-
termined (and in this sense free)”.1 He also speaks of a possible correlation
between the person and the general tendencies of society, which may explain
why the undertakings of a particular person are successful or not. An article
by B.M. Kedrov illustrates the fact that shortly before C.P. Snow expressed
regret regarding the lack of a unified scientific paradigm, a small group of
scientists, including B.M. Kedrov, developed a hypothesis addressing the
possibility of uniting the sciences and humanities.. Members of this small
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group were all engaged in the study of systems theory. As time went on, their
thinking matured until gradually the hypothesis became the common proper-
ty of the whole scientific community. More and more scientists accepted the
hypothesis. The unification of science and the humanities started being openly
discussed in the 1970s, was systems theory became a recognized scientific
subject. At the very beginning of 1970s, Herman Haken called the new sci-
ence “synergetic,” meaning “joint action”.

Having appeared within systems theory, synergetics also deals with
systems. Systems, studied by synergetics are complex, i.e. consisting of a
very large number of components, open, transitional. These systems have
two levels of organization, the macro level and the micro level. The macro
level is more stable, and its behavior is determined by a limited set of
system parameters. The behavior of the separate components of the system
on the micro level is unpredictable, but the aggregate behavior of large
numbers of these components is predictable. The systems approach is not
synchronistic and static (describing structures and the functions of sys-
tems) but diachronic and dynamical (describing structures and functions
of systems in the process of their historical existence). These latter fea-
tures are accentuated when systems are studied. The processes occurring
in these systems are irreversible; the changes in the structure are spontane-
ous, but each change is one of potential, determined by the parameters
regulating the system at the macro level.

Synergetic theory obviously tends to synthesize the epistemological and
methodological bases of the two types of philosophical discourse mentioned
above. On one hand, the object being studied is a system, and on the other,
much attention is paid to the historical existence of the system. Basic stable
structures are not even mentioned as a fact in systems theory, although there
is a hypothetic ability to use methodology to analyze any complex system,
be it an natural process or a socio-humanitarian system.

The point is that culture, art, philosophy, religion, politics, andeconom-
ics are, from the viewpoint of the structuralizing approach, complex sys-
tems, consisting of a great number of material and informational compo-
nents complicatedly interacting with one another. These systems are self-
regulating and self-developing, and therefore do not differ from physical,
biological or other natural systems, which means the methods of synergetics
can be applied to them. This application is possible because synergetics is
not an object, but a methodological orientation. According to Yu. A. Danilov,
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synergetics relies on the “resemblance of mathematical models while ignor-
ing the different nature of the described systems”.3

In the 1990s, synergetics entered the humanities. M. S. Kagan and
V.P.Branskij4 argued that the history of culture is a self-developing system.
But many scientists, from the humanities and from the natural sciences, doubt
the paradigm of synergetics, as it is presently understood, can be applied to
the description of the anthropic systems. Regardless of whether or not it can
be thus applied, the methodology of synergetics remains the methodology of
an exact science, not corresponding with the specificity of humanistic cogni-
tion, the principal incompleteness of which corresponds to the cognitive ma-
terial. “Here the criterion of the scientific character”, as M. M. Bakhtin said,
“is not exactitude, but the depth of text penetration and its interpretation in
the context of the Big Time”.5

Using the synergetic approach as it currently exists we risk the reduction
of complex socio-humanitarian systems to the less complex physical and math-
ematic ones. B. M. Kedrov wrote that the determinacy of spiritual processes
(e.g., free will, free choice)” and the determinacy of a physical or material
processes “is so peculiar in each case, that it is impossible to exhaust the no-
tion of determinacy only by what is resolved in modern Physics”.

It may be said with confidence that humanistic scientists incline to sub-
jectivize the synergetic paradigm. In the early 1990s, M. S. Kagan6proposed a
synergetic vision of cultural evolution. 10 years later, in 2002, having weighed
the possibilities and disadvantages of synergetics, Kagan has expressed some
doubt about the correctness of applying the paradigm of analysis of the pro-
cesses of self-organization, formed in the context of the natural sciences, to
cultural processes. He speaks of human “freedom” and insists that it is differ-
ent than the physical “freedom of an electron”. V. P. Bransky thinks in terms of
an “ideal.” R. G. Barantsev has ascertained the need for a “spiritual system
parameter” alongside the synergetic conception of the world, combining Cha-
os and Order and leading to the rehabilitation of mysticism. Both these think-
ers base their ideas on the fact that “culture and art are informational systems”
and the synergetic paradigm, worked out in the context of the natural sciences
dealing with the material systems, does not consider this fact.

Finally, the linguistic meaning of the term “synergetics” testifies to the
fact that developing the synergetic theory is a joint venture undertaken by
scientists and scholars. At the present time the humanities need to become
more involved in developing the paradigm of synergetics, for only thus can
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the joint efforts of the whole scientific society produce the harvest of a new
integral scientific outlook.
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ALTERED STATES OF CONSCIOUSNESS:
BASIC STRATEGIES OF RESEARCH

Nikolai GRUZDEV, Dmitri SPIVAK
Institute of Human Being Brain &

Russian Institute for Cultural Research, St.Petersburg

In this paper we discuss problems of development and transformation of
theory of altered states of consciousness and outline some basic strategies
for research. We advance several hypotheses examining basic factors in ASC
induction, and present a battery of psychometric tests for relevant investiga-
tion of psychological dimensions related to ASC.

The concept of “altered states of consciousness” (ASC) comes from the
experience of radically altered modes of psychological functioning in psy-
chedelic, meditative, religious and dreaming states that greatly differ from
everyday patterns. Those shifts in modes of conscious functioning are no-
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ticed by the person himself or herself, recognized and reported as “unusual”.
The relevant data in this case is obtained only by introspective methods that
depend on subjective awareness of such experiences and which lack any
objective properties. That is why research of altered states of consciousness
has long been the subject of numerous arguments in the scientific world.

When scientific psychology began in the 19th century it was intensely
preoccupied with consciousness as its main subject. By contrast, the first
half of the 20th century has been remarkable for its rejection of the whole
topic as «unscientific». This changed with the introduction of Transpersonal
theory in the 1960s. Transpersonal paradigm provided a conceptual frame-
work for Charles Tart to present a theoretical basis for the scientific study of
unusual conscious experiences in 1969, in an anthology titled «Altered States
of Consciousness», which inspired much research and speculation in the
1970’s. According to Tart’s theory, ASC should be examined as arbitrary
constructions, consisting of number of complex structures activated or deac-
tivated by directed attention/awareness. Various discrete states of conscious-
ness involve various structures forming relatively stable organization (or
pattern) of component parts which performs one or more related psycholog-
ical functions in every case. Although this is indeed a very nice descriptive
model, outlining some basic features of altered states of consciousness, it is
almost impossible to verify in experiment.

Today, there is still no theory explaining where consciousness arises
from, why our psychic organization is so complex, and how we manage to
perceive the world, like no other organism on Earth that has won general
recognition in the scientific community. Consciousness is always consid-
ered private, subjective and viewable only from a subject’s first person per-
spective, as opposed to “objective” physical events that can be observed
from the outside and shared as private experience among the observers. The
privacy of any conscious experience seems to place it beyond objective sci-
entific investigation. The defining features of consciousness – subjectivity,
intentionality and specific experiential qualities – lack any obvious physical
interpretation. This subjectivity is the main methodological problem and stum-
bling block in the struggle between two major psychological metatheories,
those of introspectionism and behaviorism, both constricted by rigid con-
ceptual limitation. The «explanatory gap», as K. Lewin calls it, which stretches
between the area explained by the paradigm of objectivity and quantatative
measurements and the area covered by introspection, is still not bridged,
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although modern cognitive approach productively incorporates positive as-
pects of both metatheories.

In our research, we have selected an approach based on Pavlovian
school fundamentals to discover basic factors that are likely to contribute in
the induction and occurrence of ASC. In other words, we were trying to
determine if there is a certain predisposition that makes occurrence of unusual
conscious experiences in some individuals more probable than in others.

The term “altered states of consciousness” describes a wide range of
unusual experiences such as daydreams, lucid dreams, visual and auditory
illusions and hallucinations, hypnotic, mystical, and out-of-body experiences
reported by normal people. We examine ASC as specific coping strategies,
activated in unusual or stressful conditions as a result of change in the mode
of functioning in a number of relatively independent perceptual and cognitive
modules. ASC are diverse in their manifestations; they produce no invariable
symptoms and they completely disappear after passing the peak of stress,
which does not allow us to refer to them as pathological psychotic deviations.
These features bring into question the adequacy of using medical criteria
and classifications to describe altered states of consciousness.

Broadly outlined, the physiological approach (as expressed by J. Sear-
le) views conscious states as the higher-level features of our brain which are
conditioned by lower level neurobiological processes. This approach has
shown there is no certain part or specialized circuit in a human brain where
consciousness resides; it being a function of the system as a whole with all
the structures integrated.

The theory of stable pathological states developed by N. P. Bechtereva,
applied to variants of norm, provides conceptual basis for understanding
physiological processes determining altered states of consciousness, consid-
ered as altered physiological states.

In contrast, strictly psychological approach of J. Kihlstrom “emphasiz-
es the central role in conscious awareness of mental representations of the
self as the agent or experiencer of events”. This approach implies that per-
sonality is the medium where every sensation (or continuous stream of sen-
sations) transforms to become phenomenal experience that reflects values,
motivational sphere and the unique individual qualities of every person. Per-
sonality works as a prism which «refracts» our experiences, defining what
we perceive and giving meaning to every event. So the study of phenomeno-
logical experience always requires studying dimensions of personality,– pri-
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marily the system of values and meanings, which gives us the opportunity to
compare diverse experiences of different people. Despite some obvious lim-
itations of the psychometric method it allows researcher to obtain important
data on psychological functioning otherwise unavailable.

After analyzing some of existing theories, we propose that it is possible
to explain the occurrence of altered states of consciousness by combined or
isolated effect of three basic factors. Assuming that ASC are coping strate-
gies we can hypothesize their relation with:

a) neurotic disorders (deconstructive coping-strategy)
b) creativity (“cognitive excess”)
c) religious/spiritual dimension
d) or examine ASC as unique and independent dimension
To test our propositions we have created a battery of psychometric tests

approximating our main hypotheses. Three experimental groups will be test-
ed in our research: the main experimental group of healthy pregnant women
preparing for normal delivery (model of birth stress), a group of people par-
ticipating in psychotherapy / correction (correction effect), and a control
group of healthy students (everyday life stress). Respondents are tested twice:
before and after passing the peak of stress / psychotherapeutic session.

The first hypothesis in our research proposes that occurrence of ASC is
induced by personality aberrations of a neurotic nature e.g. hysteria. Hyster-
ics can often convince themselves and people around them of the ultimate
reality of their experiences, which are in actuality their personal illusions,
unconscious fears or desires (although, psychologically they are trustwor-
thy, as Jung would say).

To assess the influence of neurotic factors on the occurrence of ASC we
will use reliable Scale of Neuroticism Level Diagnostics Revised (developed
in Bechterev Institution of Psychoneurology, St. Petersburg, Russia) that mea-
sures probability of presence of neurotic disorders or predispositions for them.

There are two personality models today, the five-factor model of Costa
& McCrae and three-factor model of Eysenk that are considered absolutely
fundamental by modern researchers. The latter, according to Cooper, dem-
onstrates greater consistency and can be easily verified. Both models indi-
cate neuroticism (the factor of stability/instability of the individual psyche)
as one of the main aspects of personality. Eysenk’s personality model sug-
gests two main parameters: neuroticism, representing the stability/instabili-
ty of nervous processes, and extraversion, while the third, complimentary
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parameter, namely psychoticism, distinguishes the norm from pathology (no-
tice that personality model of Eysenk generally corresponds well with Pav-
lov’s classification of nervous system types).

Another hypothesis proposes a relationship between occurrence of ASC
and high levels of individual creativity. Psychometric measurements of cre-
ativity started with the introduction of projective methods in psychodiagnos-
tics, when respondents were given highly discriminative stimulus that per-
mitted researchers to access directly the level of personal projections, con-
taining information protected by personality under normal conditions. Herman
Rorschach when using his inkblot test reported that people who were in-
clined to “see” human figures as associations to the blots, especially associ-
ations involving humans in action, were also more likely to show a rich fan-
tasy life and engage in much daydreaming.

In our current work, we use projective Test of Divergent Thinking de-
veloped by Williams (adapted in Russian by E. E. Tunik) to see how creativ-
ity contributes to ASC.

The third hypothesis we are testing considers ASC as a variant in the
broader category of spiritual experiences. Spiritual experiences may occur
in normal life and they require no special or regular religious practice.

Throughout the history of scientific psychology, spirituality has held an
ambiguous status, traditionally relegated to the realm of religion and reli-
giousness, and often perceived as a construct that is not accessible to empir-
ical research methodology. MacDonald remarks that in recent years an in-
creasing amount of theoretical, scientific and professional literature has ap-
peared that is concerned with the conceptualization and measurement of
spirituality as well as with the exploration of its relevance to human func-
tioning and the practice of psychology, medicine and counseling. We can
only state that such studies of spirituality in Russia are still often considered
unscientific and inconsistent due to the ideological legacy of the past.

There is a growing body of evidence that spirituality, or, we may say,
our beliefs greatly affect various aspects of human life, from what we tend to
see and hear in certain situations to the way we cope with stress and even to
how fast we recover from diseases. Attempts to find a place for spirituality in
personality theories have not yet been very successful. MacDonald found in
his studies that the five-factor model of personality lacks a domain that ad-
dresses spirituality (because four out of the five dimensions of spirituality
are unique relative to this model). The question of whether spirituality is
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related to personality or whether it should be studied independently and by
different means remains unresolved.

To verify our third hypothesis we will use two inventories, measuring
various dimensions of spirituality and religiousness. The first one is the In-
dex of Core Spiritual Experiences (INSPIRIT) developed by Kass, et al, af-
ter prolonged clinical observations that suggested a relationship between
spiritual experiences, life purpose and satisfaction, and improvements in
physical health. INSPIRIT measures the subjective intensiveness of various
experiences (or their affective strength).

Another test, developed by I. Myagkov and Y. Scherbatych in Voronezh,
Russia and based on their studies of mainly cognitive aspects of religious
experiences, determines the structure of personal religiosity.

The inventory of Features of Altered States of Consciousness developed
in the Human Brain Institute, St. Petersburg, measures the frequency of oc-
currence and subjective intensity of various unusual experiences. This in-
ventory is based on ASC questionnaires developed primarily by C. Tart, A.
Dittrich, and R. Van Quekelberghe et al. the study by A. Ludwig. Descrip-
tions of 15 experiences selected from Dittrich’s test (APZ) considered the
most culturally accepted were included in the final version of our inventory,
which is currently being tested.

The last scale we use is the Inventory of Well being, Activity and Mood
Revised (known as “new SAN” in Russian) that helps to mark the changes
associated with stress effect.

At present we have tested the first Russian version of INSPIRIT on an
approbation sample of 82 respondents, and we have found moderate positive
correlations (r = 0. 37) between INSPIRIT score and final score on the In-
ventory of Features of ASC. This level of correlation generally indicates
relationship between occurrence of core spiritual experiences and altered
states of consciousness. Further empirical investigation might refine our un-
derstanding of this relationship.

Conclusions:

We have determined four approaches (ASC as a product of 1. neurotic
aberrations; 2. creative process; 3. spirituality; or 4. as independent dimension
itself) most likely delineate basic dimensions of ASC in normal people.

We have selected a battery of tests (the 1) inventory of features of ASC 2)
Scale of Neuroticism Level Diagnostics Revised 3) Test of Divergent Think-
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ing 4) INSPIRIT 5) Test of Personal Religiousness Structure 6) Inventory of
Well being, Activity and Mood Revised) to use as a research tool in achieving
a formal and systematic description of the basic dimensions of ASC.

We have obtained preliminary data based on a correlation between IN-
SPIRIT and ASC measurements that supports our initial hypothesis regarding
the inner relation of religious and transpersonal dimensions of consciousness.
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THE WORLD OUTLOOK:
WORLD AS A PICTURE, WORLD AS A TEXT…

Anna KONEVA
Russian Institute for Cultural Research, St. Petersburg Branch

The starting point of every cultural whole is characterized by its system
of priceless valuables and life philosophy. This very same system, that moulds
and modifies itself around different social constructions, a system that en-
dures a metamorphosis within the flow of history, different cultures and their
symbiosis, while managing to save its fundamental points intact, is what
makes up the «matrix», which in turn allows culture to keep reproducing its
traditions while surviving as a mechanism that broadcasts experiences. The
«matrix» is a representation of the world and humankinds role within it; all
be it, there is Man, nature, space and time, the universe, human thought and
actions, power and domination, guilt and love, God and history. Thos «ma-
trix» possesses anthropological characteristics the power of which lies in the
fact that it becomes a mere product of humanities imagination.

To view cultural history in the same light as the history of «human ac-
tions» allows certain criteria of human imagination set into motion, the product
of which are different systems of priceless valuables and world concepts,
that in turn, define the individuality of different cultural epochs.
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14 Malraux A. La Métamorphose des Dieux, Le Surnaturel. Edition Gallimard,
Paris, 1977, �. 208.
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THE SALON CULTURE
AS NOSTALGIA OF COMMUNICATION

Irina MARKINA
                                                 Baltic Russian Institute, Latvia

This paper considers an aspect of communication of “Salon Culture”
and society’s current need for this type of communication.

The author examines several major characteristics of Salon Culture, de-
scribing “salon” as a specific form of cultural organization and partly as a
cultural process.

1. From its inception, “Salon Culture” has been a substitution for a de-
siderated “natural” union (as in the union of family or clan) and it has been
built around the relationship of “likeminded people” and “strangers” brought
together in a new social and cultural situation. This union has given the “sa-
lon” visible stability and it has created a specific cultural territory, with its
own language, rituals, traditions, customs, its own rhythm, its own social
structure, and hierarchy, etc.. At the same time, rather ephemerally and phan-
tasmagoric, this union is expands the possibility of cultural play using masks,
allowing self-achievement through reincarnation.

2. A “Salon,” in striving to be isolated from the “outside” world, prof-
fers its members something special, something exclusive – esoteric, which
they cannot get in other cultural settings.

3. A “Salon” proffers mutual trust and mutual interests.
 4. Traditionally in “Salon culture” a lot of attention is devoted to build-

ing a new physical space, which emphasizes that the  “Salon” is not of the
usual world. The stability of a Salon Culture and its closed off character give
birth to a new “Salon culture” mythology.

5. A “Salon Culture” is very verbal. In essence, the discussions in a “Sa-
lon” setting are unselfish (and even useless) from pragmatic point of view. The
main point of such discussions is not to solve problems, but to generate new
and novel ways of looking at problems (the ability for an impromptu, paradox-
ical way of thinking, a vivacious and figurative turn of speech, etc.). In this
sense, a “Salon culture” is paradoxical: for the participants the assembly is not
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entertainment. It almost serves as employment, or at least a strange hobby.
The 20th century produced a kind of vacuum, devoid of personal mes-

sages intended for a private audience. The author contends the need for “ro-
mantic intimacy” in today’s mass culture is being met by the creation of
“quasi-salons”. (Principal of creation of significant message, which is mean-
ingful only in certain context, is clear and accessible only in a number of
other messages of such order to people living in is given space and time (it
means not mythological time).

Modern culture has created a condition of extreme individualization and
fragile interpersonal communications of, short duration. The changing so-
cial roles of the modern person require forms of cultural communications
which assume the recipient is receptive and create a self-protective cultural
zone, while at the same time providing for the actualization of creative abil-
ities and talents, not limited by any professional requirements. The author
suggests “Salon culture,” which gravitates toward the creation of closed com-
munities and simultaneously provides freedom of self-expression and an im-
promptu originality, meets the cultural and psychological needs of the mod-
ern person.

In mass culture, there is an active search for forms to satisfy the need for
interpersonal dialogue. The “quasi-salon”, “quasi-dialogue” offered by the TV
screen does not demand special preparation or pressurized engagement. It is a
way of spending free time that cannot be called pure entertainment.  It gives
the spectators the sensation of «employment» and “being in the know” of pop-
ular culture raises their intellectual and social self-estimation.

“Quasi-salon” cultures are not like the phenomena of mass-cults. The
author suggests the quasi-salon phenomenon is much more interesting and
extensive. It is, for instance, very interesting to observe salon-like forms in
the Internet-culture or virtual reality
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THE ETHOS OF CATHERINE THE GREAT’S EPOCH

Evgeny LUNYAEV
Herzen State Pedagogical University,

St. Petersburg Branch of the Russian Institute for Cultural Research

The second half of 18th century, the peak of the Russian Enlightenment,
is characterized by specific features of social consciousness, which being
combined, form a certain unity of the world outlook that is both contradicto-
ry and integral. This Age allows us to see the Russian Enlightenment as a
special stage of development of the national social consciousness. This peri-
od rightly connected with Empress Catherine II, who was an ideologist and
legislator of fashion, a statesperson and diplomat, a woman of letters and a
playwright. One of her most interesting but unfulfilled projects was the cre-
ation of an integral ethical doctrine.

This paper examines an exemplary pedagogical work by Catherine II,
titled “The Tale of Tsarevitch Chlor” (1781). The main hero of this tale is
Felitsa (from Latin “happiness”). Catherine II depicts herself in the image of
the heroine. Sheclaims the love of her people, she aspires to be a wise ruler
(someone like the legendary Solomon), she is the Queen Mother, but most
importantly, she wishes to acquire divinity, to become “the happiness of the
Russian people”.
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We depict the ethical condition of the Russian culture during the reign
of Catherine graphically, using a scheme based on the statistical analysis of
literary works by Catherine the Great):

7 mortal sins are constantly mentioned in Catherine’s tales. The seven
are singled out not only because they are the most egregious of all the sins,
but because they lead to other sins. These sins are juxtaposed with positive
moral alternatives.

In Catherine’s tales, the moral qualities move chaotically between the ab-
solute embodiments of Good and Evil, with one gaining and then losing prior-
ity. The central themes rely on categories of “popular culture” (i.e. the typical
features of people of that time). The epoch of Catherine II was a playful, co-
quettish century, a century of magnificent pompous celebrations drawing into
its masquerade even the most moderate and orderly powers. Morals became
the weapons of magniloquent intrigues and bored philosophers.
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DIALOGUE OF THOUGHT IN ORIENTAL PHILOSOPHY

Marina FOMINA
Chita State Technical University, Russia

Zabaikalie (the Transbaikal Region of Eastern Siberia) is very interest-
ing because of its culture. Here Western and Oriental cultures meet. People
of different nationalities live in Zabaikalie, with the Evenk, the Buryat and
the Slavs being those most prevalent. The basic cultures are those of the
Buryat and the Slavs, and Buddhism underlies the Buryat culture.

The works of Erdine-Haybzoon Galshiev contain elements of the cul-
tures of ancient India, China and Mongolia. Galshiev was born in Buryatiya
in 1855. For many years he studied Buddhism in Tibet. He was awarded the
highest degree “buddhickih” for scientists, and he became sanid-lama.

Galshiev wrote a monumental work about the Buryat people titled the
“Mirror of Wisdom”. The moral norms, wisdom, and the rules of life of
many generations of Oriental peoples are reflected in this book. Galshiev
was a connoisseur of human psychology and the cultures of the Indian, Ti-
betan and Mongolian peoples. His research encompasses both past and
present. Allied with his knowledge of the dogma and theory of Buddhism are
his natural wisdom and capability of finding proper words. Galshiev’s poet-
ry is full of love and understanding of human nature. He considers all people
to be equal and he hold that one can surpass the others only if one is cleverer,
the intellect being a principal feature of a human being.

The “Mirror of Wisdom” and the “Dhammapada” (Buddha’s sayings)
are classic examples of a dialogue. These dialogues are based on the princi-
ple of cultural interaction. Merab Mamardashvili, the Georgian philosopher,
defined this principle as “a fan of coexistence”. It enables us to perceive the
dialogue of thought. “It is the very point where the past and the present and
the present and the future meet” (1). A human being becomes the centre of
cultural intersection.

Galshiev wrote: “Laws result in ideas. And you will overcome all mali-
cious obstacles”. Revered teachers should be subjected to testing by knowl-
edge, which can be used for intimate or malicious purposes. If malicious
people acquire knowledge, evil may triumph. As Buddha explained, false
ideas can worsen things. Galshiev wrote that bad and good and high and low
are created by some soul deceiver”. A human can be decent. Still there is one
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point. “Nobody should join bad and indecent people. Not all the people reach
the other shore. Not every person is allowed to get there”. Galshiev devel-
oped the idea of Buddha. “One should remember that even those on high can
fall away. Being high always results in falling away.”

Galshiev thought that one should improve one’s moral standards, there-
by rising to a higher position than others have, and one’s persistent accumu-
lation of goodness will let one reach the future world. Therefore, it is better
not to take care of a body, but to think of one’s soul. “Don’t cut down trees,
or crumple grass to make offerings, neither slaughter sheep or bulls, nor take
life of any creature...” Buddha’s Commandment “ don’t kill “ is not an in-
struction. Galshiev thought that this commandment was given to remind us
that it is difficult “to find jewels of goodness as the human life possesses an
arbitrary coincidence of circumstances”.

 Revered teachers of the Orient said that each person is both love and
suffering. Galshiev wrote in his works that when people suffer, you should
offer them help of your soul. Jesus Christ taught men to have clean thoughts.
Buddha said that hatred will not save people, it will destroy them. “Your
intellect should stay clean. You shouldn’t utter malicious words”.

According to Oriental philosophy, a human being creates and cognizes
himself. His primary motivation is to help other people become happy. But a
person can be happy under one condition only. He must stop suffering and
get rid of his feelings and consciousness. He goes through difficulties to
reach this goal. Buddha said: “Let him (a man) arrange his affairs properly,
then he can teach others. A wise man will keep going along this way”. A
human should always do good. “ Let him act the same way he teaches other
people act. Having suppressed his own feelings he can make other people
suppress theirs. He who makes good will never meet obstacles. His affairs
will always be in order”.

The ethics of the Orient are highly specific. A man should not protect
another one against evil and injustice. Doing so contradicts the dogma of
Buddhism. Humans should not resist evil and try to change the course of life.
“Let him do good. Let him keep his mind off the evil” For a man of the
Orient there is no difference between the lives of insects and people. He
should love all forms of life.

For Buddha there was no difference between real and transcendental
life. He could penetrate all the problems of men’s life and influence others.
But Buddha believed in himself and his mission. Only those could be heard
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who believe in themselves. By freeing himself of life, but not opposing it,
Buddah could evaluate objective processes. “Frightened people look for shel-
ter in the forest and mountains or under the trees, where it is not safe at all...”
Such shelter can only be found by by believing in the genuine Buddah.

Buddha’s doctrine made a great impact on Galshiev’s works. “Clean
your house, yard and yurt...”, “Let even your unexpected guests eat the same
food you eat...”. Galshiev exemplifies the way defined by Buddha. “Foolish
people treat themselves like enemies, their cruel deeds bring bitter fruits”.

Galshiev considered knowledge to be like a rock, which cannot be moved
by wind.

According to philosophy of Buddhism, moral and spiritual perfection
makes a man whole; their true value becomes evident through a spiritual feat
of devoting their lives to the search for truth.

 “I told you,” Buddha said once, “what the source of suffering is.  I
showed you the way which would result in the cessation of suffering”. Bud-
dha only defined the way, but forced nobody to follow it. The doctrine of
Buddha is highly individual. Galshiev does not influence men’s conscious-
ness either. Each man chooses the way himself. Only you yourself can see
the way. Only you yourself can go the way. Wise people are aimed at finding
the way. They enable people to understand where the way is. A man must
make decisions for himself. Oriental ethics are based upon these principles,
and they inform much of the Buryat culture.

9:;<= 

1The author cites the work of Erdine-Haybzoon Galshiev:
the “Mirror of Wisdom” Shyiegyyd. Ylaan-Yde: Byriaday nomoi hebled, 1993.
2 M. Mamardashvili. As I understand philosophy. Moscow, 1990. - with. 97.
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THE ETHNIC MEMORY: SOCIO-CULTURAL DIMENSIONS
IN KAZAKH SPIRITUAL CULTURE

Gulmira BILYALOVA
Abay Almaty State University, Republic of Kazakhstan

Ethnic memory includes the creation process, the accumulation, storing
and transmission of existent and cultural values. It is a source of vital func-
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tions of both traditional and modern society. As in other cultures, the social,
ideological, mental and identity foundations of Kazakh spiritual culture have
been transmitted through the memory of archetypes and the values of ethnic
consciousness, ethnic history, oral and written folk arts, traditions and ritu-
als over the course of many centuries.

The world of traditional Kazakh culture is multifaceted. The central
collective archetype, “Kut”- is multileveled and multi-valued in Kazakh ide-
ology. Kut means “1) soul; life’s strength; spirit; 2) happiness, blessing, plenty,
prosperity; 3) success, a happy ideal; 4) the state of veritable existence, beat-
itude, “Steppe”, “Way”, “Mother Land”,  “Tengry”, “Family and tribe” and
other meanings that have always considered basic to the ethnic memory,
mentality, and consciousness.  These meanings provide the foundation, which,
according to Lurye S.V, on the level of the collective unconscious and the
level individual consciousness, structures the cultural mentality. It is clear
that under a totalitarian ideological system, when there occurs a definite and
purposeful abrasion of ethnic memory and history, the national values, man-
ners and symbols are largely destroyed and consigned to oblivion.

The objective assessment and epic drama of the historical past, including
ethnic memory, are necessary for the positive transmission of social and cul-
tural experience from one generation to the next. Finding the right way to
understand another culture’s ethos relative to one’s own ethnic history and
culture is a demonstration of humanism in society. The national revival of post
soviet countries during the last 10 years shows that ethnic memory, spiritual
values and history, the names, manners, kind deeds and mistakes of historical
personalities, symbols and knowledge, traditions and events are retained on
some level and can be revived. This revival is not motivated by nostalgia for
the past, but is rather a requirement of the times. It provides a social structure,
a way to build a Kazakh national state system. It also defines the ethnic “ego”
of the individual representatives of the culture.  As in other epochs, the chang-
es in ethnic and mental appearances are reflected in art.

A human being becomes a representative of this or that ethnic group by
acquiring the language, traditional culture, learning elements of traditional and
social education, and also by calling himself a member.  The well-known mod-
ern Kazakh poet Mukhtar Shakhanov wrote in poem “ Error of Civilization:”

Yes, the Georgians are on the right road –
Rustaveli’s book is not toy!
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That is the maiden’s greatest joy
Which, for the wedding on her is bestowed.
Would Kirghizians suffer thus,
hJBJCR�KQEJL�U>JMEC�ALJMEV�r_>C>Vsp

And Uzbeks could give Navoi,
And the Kazakhs – Abai employ.
Russians have Pushkin – oh what joy!
Azerbaijans could take Nizami,
Spaniards – “Don Quixote”, don’t you see?
I recall Andrey Byelov’s sharp page:
“Chelovek – znachit chelo veka!”-
“ A man – that means the face of the Age!”
That’s how the Russians say it whole.
But what means a face without a soul?

The problem of Kazakh ethnic identification in the modern world is a
complex compilation  of social, ethnic and cultural values, self-knowledge,
and knowledge of the ethnic ideology, accepting the life principles and posi-
tions, and also the spiritual reference points in modern Kazakhstan.

The ethnic memory is contiguous with the historical, ethnic-cultural and
political memory. The latter define the national and ethnic identity and na-
tionality at the State level. The ethnic-political processes of modern Kazakh-
stan actively began during the soviet period (the events of December 1986),
when the ethnic consciousness of the Kazakh people began to suffer a period
of modifications. Since then, the ethnic memory has reawakened and this
finds reflection in both the  social life and in the political-ethnic and multi-
religious culture of Kazakhstan society. In the ten years between 1986 and
1996, it is  (I do not know enough of the history of the region to know if these
dates are correct. I am confused by the two dates. ) it is possible to know
what in fact happened and how it happened. In the Memory and history of
the Kazakh people, these events will remain forever, transformed into values
(patriotism, love of country, national pride, etc.) that obtain a new meaning.

In the region of Central Asia the last years have brought changes in the
former stereotypical ways of solving ethnic questions, the process of revival
and ethnic self-knowledge. (The previous sentence is vague in its meaning,
perhaps because I am uncertain of the author’s intent.) The real and practical
readiness of the people to understand these changes and their aspiration to live
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in new nation state will determine whether the problems are solved on the
basis of democratic values and whether the interests of all nationalities are
protected. The ethnic-social processes of modern sovereign Kazakhstan are
characterized by the ethnic revitalization and the changing ethnic conscious-
ness and identity. “Who are we”? and “What kind of people are we”? are two
of the basic  questions being asked. The answers to these and similar questions
require the restoration of ethnic memory, values and the social-cultural experi-
ences garnered for a thousand years. The traditional ethnic culture, including
the religious belief for the last ten years, is vital for the rebirth, re-examination
and adaptation to modern realities of Kazakh society.
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THE LINGUISTIC EXPRESSION OF THE ETHNIC
WORLDVIEW IN THE POLYCULTURAL

TRANSBAIKALIAN REGION

Elena VOROBIEVA
State University of Chita, Russia

The concept of the ethnic worldview formulated by R. Radfield assumes
that it is common for every people to have its own, unique view of the sur-
rounding world and its place in it. This gives the author grounds to introduce
the concept of a “regional poli-cultural realm”.

Language is one factor in the dialogue of different ethnic cultures in the
regional poli-cultural realm. Tying to understand someone else’s world
through the language of the people is one way get to know another culture. It
is through the language and in the language that the melding of cultures
takes place and their self-identification reveals itself.

Every language is a unique system that affects the consciousness of its
carriers and shapes their world-view.The comparative analysis of one level
(for example the proverbial level) of the Evenk and Russian languages en-
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ables us to ascertain that one feature of the ethnic worldview in the poli-
cultural realm of the Transbaikalian Region is a dialogical interaction of the
language of Evenks consciousness and Russian consciousness.
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THE IDEAL OF WORLD UNITY
IN TRADITIONAL CULTURES

Andrey MAKAROV
Volgograd State University, Russia

 The mythological images of chaos, enmity, and battle correspond di-
rectly to the symbol of plurality. This correspondence of meanings shows
that primitive people realized the lack of agreement in worldviews as a mor-
tal danger. The rituals of unification of worldviews are the basic element of
tribal culture. Hero myths narrate the end of enmity through the unification
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of worldviews. The identity of the tribe is performed in the tribal dance, and
the motion of this dance is equal to the metaphors of the tribal language.

 However, identity that is based on the emotional culture of tribal dance
has very narrow spatial and temporal borders: the borders of settlement, the
borders of sexual and age groups. Only people who are living together have
sufficient initiation into the enigma of ancestor’s word. Other people (chil-
dren, human beings of another sex) are excluded.

 After the appearance of agriculture, when the first states of The East
were formed, the ideal of unification on the basis of common blood and on
knowledge of tribal dance’s language stopped being the functional basis for
unity. Turning tribal land into state controlled territory required another ide-
al that was not founded on the symbol of common blood. The first model of
unity that emerged after the advent of agriculture is based on «the emperial
idea.” This) idea is the central core of the model of extra-tribal unity, which
is based on common territory rather than common blood. This model of uni-
ty expresses itself in the empire’s theogonic myths that pushed cosmological
myths to the periphery of the mythological system of cultural identity. The
notion of «territory» itself means a union of lands of tribes who were previ-
ously enemies. This type of unity must be under a king’s aegis and it must be
supported by a united emperial system of orientation and identification.
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Benoist Alain de Vu de droite, Paris, 1982;  Benoist Alain de Les idees a l’endroit,
Paris, 1979;  Benoist Alain de Democratie:le probleme, Paris, 1983; Guenon Rene
Orient et Occident, Paris, 1939;
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MODERN AND TRADITIONAL CULTURE
IN THE GLOBALIZATION PROCESS

Irina PROTASENKO
St.Petersburg Technical University

The twentieth century has witnessed a transformation of the planetary
human character, which has no equal in human history. It has seen social
revolutions, the huge growth in the creativity of millions of people, many
fantastic achievements in science and technology, most destructive wars,
ecological catastrophes, and discredited Utopias, which may be seen as illu-
sions that did not come true. We, who are participants in this conference are
increasingly aware that our planet Earth is not so large and that it is, in fact,
quite vulnerable to the consequences of careless actions of its restless inhab-
itants. So, it could be argued that we all, no matter what differences exist
between us, are equally responsible for the present and  future opportunity to
live on this wonderful planet.

The end of the twentieth century was marked by the destruction of the
world order, which was based upon the binary opposition of two super-pow-
ers, each with its own socio-economic system and worldview. As a conse-
quence of this, what are we now facing? Does this represent the triumph of
sense or are we on the road to instability and chaos? How can we visualise a
new world order that would be able to ensure the safe and stable forward
movement of mankind? How can we prevent the “triumph” of another Utopia,
the realisation of which will lead to catastrophic consequences for the whole
of mankind? There is a powerful argument that we now face a crucial stage in
the development of human civilisation. Firstly, mankind can develop now only
as an integral entity, otherwise it will not be able to cope with the range of
global problems. Second, the development of modern technologies makes it
possible technically to solve even the most complex of such problems. Third,
and crucially, humanity can now control this development and solve such prob-
lems only with the conscious and strategic management of technical knowl-
edge and expertise.

It is possible to consider globalisation  – the economic, political and
cultural integration of mankind – as a project for humanity. The phenome-
non of globalism as such represents a complicated object of interdisciplinary
research. So we shall dwell upon some specific, rather common, properties
and principles characterising this phenomenon.
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The following forms the basis of globalist philosophy:
“Immanuel Wallerstein’s “World System”  approach presents the hu-

man community as a system of interactive areas – “the core”, “the periph-
ery” and “the semi-periphery”.

K. Popper’s model of “open society” illustrating the social mechanism
of permanent modernisation;

The hegemonism of USA as a geo-political basis for revision of the
world as treated by Z. Bzhezinsky.

The Trading System by J. Attali treated as a civilization of money turn-
ing from a simple means of payment into an absolute, universal value.

F. Fukuyama’s theory stating that this system is a crown of history.
Immanuel Wallerstein treats the world capitalist system as the first his-

torical form of a global structure that develops within the framework of the
interaction of the three categories. These are  the highly developed core ar-
eas, the permanently poor periphery areas and the semi-periphery areas, which
act as a buffer between core and peripheral areas. However, for Wallerstein,
the shortcomings of classical capitalism make inevitable the destructive cri-
ses that shake the world with a frequency of every 50 – 100 years.

According to Wallerstein’s conception, it is possible to overcome such
shortcomings of the capitalist structure, which have dominated the planet
from the early sixteenth century, only within the framework of the new glo-
bal system. The end of the twentieth century marks the turning-point in his-
tory – the moment of transition from the epoch of capitalism to the new
world system. Wallerstein leaves open the question of precisely what comes
to replace the world capitalist system.

Karl Popper became widely known as the author of the book “The Open
Society and its Enemies”. The core of his reasoning can be reduced to the
following propositions: human cognition is, by nature, imperfect; absolute truth
and the ideal model of social structure and organisation are beyond human
understanding. Having asserted directly that “history has no sense”, Popper
appeals to humankind to be content with a form of societal organisation, which
is open, in the sense of being most receptive to processes of modernisation. In
other words, Popper defines the “open society” as one, which is ready to sacri-
fice at any time its historical values and its cultural and spiritual traditions, in
the interests of “everyday-life improvements” and technological innovations.

Zbigniev Brzhezinsky has focused on the geopolitical aspect of “globali-
sation”, asserting that the shortest way to global rearrangement of the world
lies through the total hegemony of “the last super-power” – the United States
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of America. According to his analysis in “The Great Chessboard”, the goal of
the USA politics comprises two aspects. First, the need to confirm its ruling
position and second, the need to create a geopolitical structure that will be able
to mitigate the inevitable upheavals and strain” caused by forced reshaping of
the world according to the models of the “new world order”. The first stage of
such reshaping would be the creation of a “network of international links be-
yond the traditional system of national states”. Indeed, already, according to
Brzhezinsky, “this network woven by inter-national corporations is setting up
an informal world system making possible total cooperation on a global scale”.
Under pressure from transnational corporations, a new international basis for
the legal confirmation of the global supremacy of  oligarchic financial groups
is being created. This will legitimate their interference in the internal affairs of
sovereign states, which seek to resist the assertion of such domination.

Jacques Attali, former financial adviser to the President of France and
the first executive of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment, in “Lines Horizon» created a historico-philosophical theory of global-
isation. According to this theory, human history comprises the successive
development of social and economic structures, which differ from each oth-
er, primarily in terms of their fundamental values, which form the essence of
being human. From this starting point, he distinguishes the epoch, in which
religious ideology, with its cult of sacred things was predominant, from the
epoch of conquests, with its cult of coercive force and personality of Mon-
arch or Leader as the personification of this force. The final and highest form
of human development within this theory is the Trading System, an epoch of
trade and exchange of goods, which is characterised by its cult of money as
a universal and absolute value.

 For Attali, this regime will, on the basis of significant scientific achieve-
ments and the application of the newest technologies, at last be able to unite
humankind, within the framework of one global society that recognises no
national, state or religious differences. The new individual, socialised by the
Trading System, will be free from any “restrictive influence”, such as na-
tional roots, cultural traditions, state and political preferences, and even family
ties. Little surprise that he refers to the new civilisation that will be firmly
established after the victory of such world structure as “the civilisation of
nomads”, of those, who are bound to each other and the world only by uni-
versal economic ties. In the end, “man will reproduce himself [sic] like a
commodity, and life will become a subject of artificial fabrication and the
object of monetary value”.
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As follows from F. Fukuyama’s concept of “the End of History”, the
present Western civilisation in the form of liberal democracy with its values
of egoistic individualism, “free market’ and “universal human rights” is the
final stage of human development.

The realisation of the globalisation project is already generating new
contradictions and new problems, which are connected in a way to differ-
ent countries’ considerably varied economic, military and information po-
tential. The more intensive and rapid globalisation is, the higher the prob-
ability of the destruction of weaker economies with poorly developed cul-
tures. It is in this context that the sudden activation of ethnic awareness, of
fundamentalist and isolationist impulses and of nationalism and xenopho-
bia can find their explanation.

The tendency to destroy large inter-ethnic formations in non-Western
states should be given especial emphasis. The ideology of globalism dis-
credits large multinational states as much as it can; on the one hand, it criti-
cises them as empires, whereas on the other, it demonstrates the obsoles-
cence of state sovereignty.

Here two ideas are exploited at once, despite their obvious internal in-
consistency. First, the collective rights of peoples, which relate to appeals
both to tribal memory and tribal intolerance. Second, the idea of individual
rights, which by rejecting the closeness of national boundaries, substantiates
human claims to the status of free citizen of the world. (Panarin A. S. Global
Political Prognostication. Moscow, 1999, p. 146 – 147).

However, in reality we can observe how the ideology and practice of
globalism disrupt the established national syntheses, which are seen as nar-
row compared to global syntheses. The dramatic contradiction lies in the
dismantling of national syntheses and space taking place much faster than
the inclusion of peoples in the new global syntheses of the global system.
As a result, nations, which were once united and consolidated  and in-
spired by  common modernisation projects are split into two. First, the
globally orientated minority and, second, the mass of natives, who are de-
prived of an integrated grand Homeland and cast away to resuscitated re-
gionalism, tribal rivalry and other outdated pre-enlightenment practices.
No matter how paradoxical it might be, globalism favours the revival of
archaic forms of social existence.

As far as Russia is concerned (but not exclusively to that country), the
efforts to integrate it into the global project mean not only another moderni-
sation, but its transformation at the level of civilisation. Any proper under-
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standing of this must address notions such as “modern society” and “tradi-
tional society”.

By “modern society” is normally meant Western society, which has gone
through stages of formation, such as a spiritual revolution in the form of the
Protestant Reformation, both a scientific and an industrial revolution and
finally a bourgeois revolution, which gave birth to “civil society”. By “tradi-
tional societies” is meant  all those societies, lying outside the Western hab-
itat, which have not experienced the above stages.

The notions “modern” and “traditional” societies are rather conditional, for
example any modern society, may  go through  processes of archaisation and,
sometimes, radical archaisation. An example of such a society is Germany, where
the project of fascism took place. Further types of “modern society” archaisation
processes are sects, communities, streams of different orientation.

In its turn, the “traditional” society experiences a process of permanent
modernisation, as a result of which, it takes over some institutions, technol-
ogies and methods of thinking from  Western society. However, this assimi-
lation takes place within the framework of the basic cultural genotype of
“traditional” society.  Examples would be Japan during the conditions of its
fast modernisation, and Russia during several modernisation waves, starting
from Peter I and ending with the Soviet period. Thus it is possible to outline
fixed features, which are typical for each type of society:

The picture of the world

 In any society, the world structure image serves as an underlying basis for
conceptions of an ideal or admissible structure of society. In many aspects the
physical picture of the world forms a person’s idea of her/his niche in the
world and her/his relation with respect to others.

The picture of space and time, as given by the mechanistic picture of the
world, is typical for  “modern” society. Newton’s mechanics resulted in the
elimination of space restrictions and engendered confidence in the possibility
of that unlimited expansion, which is so important to the ideology of industri-
alism. Natural science presented the world as an infinite machine, perceived
and described in mathematical language to the human, who is separated from
the world and, finally, opposed to it as researcher and conqueror.

Following The Reformation, The Enlightenment and the bourgeois rev-
olutions, a new conception was created of the human as free individual, as
the atom of humankind, as a free, indivisible being in continuous movement
and mutual impact.
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In traditional society, the universe was perceived as Cosmos, as a well-
ordered whole, a being related to every particle of it. This Cosmos is seen as
the home for humans, and an individual does not exploit or abuse this home,
but acts as an assiduous and responsible proprietor.

In the traditional society of Russia an individual was seen as a “concil-
iary personality”, as a focus of multiple human links. The individual is
always an integral part of solidary groups (such as the family, community,
collective body of co-workers). As Sergei Bulgakov has argued: “A human
is inseparable from the society, he is both an individualistic and a tribal
creature – the clan and the individual are indivisible, conjugated and corre-
lated in him.”

State and Power

 In different societies two principally differing types of state and power
are formed.

In traditional society there exists a paternalist, hierarchically structured
state that justifies (legitimises) its power “from the top” through religion
(theocracy) and ideology (ideocracy).

In modern society there exists a liberal state of civil-society type, which
does not take much responsibility upon itself and which is legitimised “from
the bottom” by the votes of citizens. These two types of state differ not only
in terms of their method of legitimisation, their general structure or the con-
cept of their duties, but also by rituals and symbols of exercising their power
which differ absolutely (for example, voting rituals). The role and function
of the state in Western society is reduced to that of the policeman of the
market place (“the night watchman”).

In traditional society unanimous solutions are sought, and voting as a
concluding act of negotiations becomes a ritual that symbolises unity. An
election in traditional society in reality takes the form of a plebiscite, in
which answers are either “yes or no”.

In civil society the elections are presented as a political market where
the parties “sell” their programmes and receive «payment» in the form of
people’s votes. The strongest wins in this “free competition”.

Any state encourages the people’s behaviour to remain within the es-
tablished framework of accepted norms. This is achieved by using two
fundamentally different approaches – coercion and suggestion. Together,
these, in clear and obvious form, constitute the authoritarian methods typi-
cally  used in the  traditional type of state.
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The civil type state engendered a new type of domination, based upon
the manipulation of the consciousness. Manipulation is a method of domina-
tion, which exercises spiritual influence on the people by programming their
behaviour. The main characteristic of manipulation is the covert nature of its
influence, suggesting to a person desires, which contradict her/his principal
values and interests. The key principle of manipulation may be expressed in
the following terms: we are not going to compel you, we shall infiltrate your
head, penetrate your consciousness, and finally you will define our wishes
as your wishes.

In ideocratic societies (for example Tsarist Russia and the USSR) reli-
gion or “propaganda” influences a person in a way, which is fundamentally
different to the one used in manipulation. The reference models and norms
of behaviour are declared openly and are inseparably linked with the de-
clared values of the society. The power of the Word is supplemented by di-
rect suppression. This marks the key incompatible difference of the two
worlds: ideocracy and religion (in traditional society) and manipulation of
conscience (in civil society).

A person with liberal views believes that manipulating conscience is a
more human and agreeable means of domination than is evident coercion. In
reality this is rather a matter of preference. For example, Fyodor Dostoevsky,
in “The Legend of Great Inquisitor”, expressed the view that manipulation
cripples a human’s soul and suppresses her/his free will to a much greater
extent than violence).

Progress and perfection of the world.

Having emerged in the seventeenth century, when the linear interpretation
of progress and the faith in indefinite progress became established (Leibnitz),
the idea of progress became widely popular in the nineteenth century due to
evolution theory. When reflecting, Renaissance man did not treat life as progress.
His ideals of achievable perfection were taken from the ancient world.

The idea of progress is closely associated with the human perception
of time. However, conceptions of time vary between different societies. In
traditional society the human perception of the world was formed by the
Sun, the Moon and the change of seasons. In other words, time, for a person
in such a society, was cyclical.

In modern society time lost its cyclical quality and became linear and
irreversible, emerging from infinity and going to infinity. A new sensation, that
time flows away irretrievably, emerged in this modern society. This became a
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form of psychosis. Hurrying up, trying to save time, permanent dependence on
time – this became the specific feature of contemporary society. Feeling a horror
of the elapse of time, the Western individual strives to live contrary to, and to
defeat time laws, for example by eating strawberries in winter and by skiing in
summer. To achieve these would be a symbolic sign of success for him.

On the other hand, in the culture of traditional society, it is considered
good style to enjoy the cyclic change of seasons, for example to enjoy the
flowers, the harvest and landscapes.

Notions of time were specifically refracted in two well-known socio-
philosophical doctrines of modernity, social democracy that became common
in the West and communism that set down its roots in the traditional societies
of Russia and Asia. Time, for communists, is cyclic and Messian. Time is seen
as directed towards a bright future, or a kingdom of freedom. The key moment
here is the expectation that this will take the form of liberation, or of a return to
something similar to the Christians’ idea of the Second Coming.

The great slogan of social democrats, “movement is everything, the
final goal is nothing!” reveals an understanding of time as linear and ratio-
nal, existing within Newton’s world, which is infinite and cool. History for
social democrats is not progress towards an ideal but a withdrawal from the
savagery and cruelty of the bourgeois civilisation, though without denying
this civilisation. This represents continuous humanisation, a “culturing” of
capitalism, which does not deny itself.

Conclusions

 The comparison of the two types of society or civilisation can be ex-
tended to all aspects of social existence, such as goals and values, spiritual
ideals and morals, economic structure, interaction between man and nature,
art, ethics, politics, law, etc. It is of foremost importance to respect and ap-
preciate the wisdom of humankind, the knowledge and expertise gained dur-
ing the whole of its history. There is no monopoly of true knowledge. There
is no universal recipe to solve all the world’s problems. It is only the unity of
the multi-varied world taken as a whole, its multipolar and multicoloured
nature, that is able to ensure a worthy future for each of us and for the whole
of humankind.

(English translation by Dr. Poul Martin)
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THE SUN OF CULTURE

Irina GORINA
University of Petrozavodsk, Russia

The purpose of this research was to determine the horizons of human
culture within the information society.

The image of the Sun was used as a line connecting different cultures
and civilizations. We used an analytical method that considers the sun a meta-
physical object as well as the sun in the real world sense.

Like the sun’s influence on Nature itself, the energy of the metaphysical
Sun has influenced mankind’s cultural and creature development

According to the authors opinion, the metaphysical Sun has moved from
East to West. The spiritual life of Japan, Korea, China, Thailand has oc-
curred under the early morning Sun; while the spiritual development India
and Tibet has occurred under the hot afternoon Sun.

The Jewish culture symbolizes the Sun’s movement from afternoon heat
to evening’s freshness, while the Bible symbolizes the unity of God and Man.

Reforms as well as revolutions course the development of capitalism,
the moral of pragmatism, and utilitarian values.

Western cultures benefit from deep analysis of oriental traditions; with-
out this connection they become false freedom and will. That’s why nowa-
days it is quite important to recreate basic spiritual values and beliefs of
humanism to make the new Sun of man’s culture rise again.
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CONTEMPORARY OPPORTUNITIES OF CULTURAL,
RESEARCH AND EDUCATIONAL DIALOGUE  IN THE

PROCESS OF GLOBAL INFORMATIZATION

(INFORMATIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL PORTAL AUDITORIUM.RU)

Tatiana MESHKOVA
w;<=�>?@A<BC�D=EBABFB<!�G?E@?H

One of the main objectives of the portal Auditorium.Ru consists in orga-
nizing of interregional and international research and educational communi-
ties by means of technological innovations in the fields of information and
communication. Research and educational communication in the virtual com-
munity substitute dialogue in the offline regime cannot due to a number of
various reasons. Although an internet-version of a given scientific event al-
lows to formulate in an explicit manner its problems, extend its audience,
make the materials available for acquaintance and discussion, conduct dis-
cussions of the most actual problems in the virtual space. Virtual communi-
cation is based on the following principles:

1. informational equality between the regions and the metropolis;
2.unity of research and education, that is attained by involving teaching

staff into research work and also by implementing the concept of life-long
education;

3.constant optimization of  the quality of research work and teaching;
4.interdisciplinarity.
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